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The Baltimore Aero Meet of 1910 
And The First Flight Over a City by a Planned Route 

By Barry A. Lanman 

This issue of History Trails is reprinted from the 
2006 book Halethorpe Heritage: A Story of a Mary-
land Community by Dr. Barry A. Lanman, Director of 
the Martha Ross Center for Oral History at the Uni-
versity of Maryland, Baltimore County, who was the 
third generation of his family to grow up in Hale-
thorpe. 

The Historical Society of Baltimore County ac-
knowledges with thanks the permission of the book's 
publisher, the Halethorpe Improvement Association, 
to reprint this article. 

Halethorpe Heritage is "a collection of historical 
narratives, oral history accounts, personal reflections, 
newspaper articles, folklore, photographs, and 
maps...integrated to tell a story of this endearing 
community." The book costs $25 and may be pur-
chased from HSBC or the Halethorpe Improvement 
Association, Halethorpe Heritage Committee, P. 0. 
Box 7306, Halethorpe, MD 21227 or email Hale-
thorpe-Heritage@comcast.net. 

For more information on the community of Hale-
thorpe, visit HSBC or contact the Halethorpe I'm. 
provement Association at the address above. 



The community of Halethorpe is located in the 
13th  district, southwestern Baltimore County, on a 
V-shaped piece of land between Route 1 and 1-95 
with Arbutus, Lansdowne, and Relay as its 
neighbors. In an 8 February 2008 article in the Ex-
aminer, Dr. Lanman described Halethorpe as a 
town without a "real, true center [that] functions 
very well as a close-knit community." 

According to Halethorpe Heritage, Charles R. 
Varley Myers, Oregon R. Benson, Carville D. Ben-
son, and James Rittenhouse formed Halethorpe 
Land Improvement Company purchased land that 
became Halethorpe around 1890. The land was 
bordered by two major railroads, the B&O and the 
Baltimore & Potomac, making it an ideal location 
for a new suburban community. 

An article in The Democrat, published in Tow-
sontown, Md. on May 10, 1890, reprinted in Hale- 

thorpe Heritage, describes Halethorpe as a 
"healthy village...two miles from the limits of Bal-
timore City.. .[on a] tract of 120 acres. 55 trains 
pass the place daily, and the time is 20 minutes 
from the Calvert Station." 

Halethorpe today (per the 2000 Census) has an 
estimated total population of 3,500+ with total 
households numbering 1,200+; the majority of its 
population is 25-54 years of age, almost evenly 
divided between males and females. It remains a 
working class, middle-income community, strate-
gically located in the Baltimore-Washington corri-
dor. The "Halethorpe Voices" appearing through-
out the book recount different experiences growing 
up and living in the community but all agree that 
Halethorpe was and is a remarkably friendly and 
tranquil community with a small town atmosphere. 
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The Baltimore Piero Meet of 1910 

Though the Wright Brothers had first taken to the 
air five years earlier, it was September 3, 1908, 
before the public witnessed its first demonstration 

of flight. The military trials at Ft. Myer, Virginia 
offered testament to the actuality of man leaving the 
earth with the assistance of a powered machine. From 
that date, interest and elation over man's ability to fly 
grew exponentially and created an insatiable demand 
for events involving airplanes. 

In 1909, Louis Bleriot's flight across the English 
Channel and the first international air meet at 
Reims, France only fueled the gathering storm of 
excitement. Now more than ever, people wanted to 
experience this phenomenon for themselves. Building 
on this interest, cities throughout the United States, 
and abroad, competed for the opportunity to host an 
aviation event in their locale. Baltimore, not willing to 
be left out of the fray, urged the Aero Club of America 
to hold the next air meet in their city. Unfortunately, 
for Baltimore, New York won the bid and the air show 
took place at Belmont Park. While small exhibitions 
occurred in the interim, Baltimore continued its 
quest for a major meet and eventually won out over six 
western cities vying for the same privilege. After the initial 
acceptance of Baltimore's proposal, the meet was quickly 
scheduled for November, 1910. 

Colonel Jerome Joyce, President of 
the Aero Club of Maryland and promoter 
of Baltimore events, was appointed to 
organize the show, head an aviation 
committee and obtain the necessary 
funding. A large field in Halethorpe, 
Maryland was selected because it made 
a natural airfield and it was close to 
Baltimore City. In addition to those 
features, the B&O and the Philadelphia, 
Baltimore and Washington Railway were 
readily available to provide transportation 
to and from the location. 

With little work, the Baltimore 
Aviation Company developed an airfield 
and exhibit area that was a mile long 
and 300-yards wide.' A good field 
and excellent transportation, however, 
were only two of the three main components necessary in 
planning an endeavor of this type. The actual success of 
the meet depended on the ability of its promoters to attract 
a significant number of prominent names in aviation. To 
accomplish that goal, a large amount of prize money was 
needed. 

It was to the credit of Col. Joyce and his committee that 
$50,400 was quickly raised for the contests. The financial 
inducements resulted in a list of participants that read like a 

"Who's Who" of aviation.' While securing the participation 
of internationally known birdmen, an 
aggressive advertising campaign also 
took shape. 

Halethorpe, and all of Baltimore, 
responded with a frenzy of activity 
in preparation for the national and 
international audience. Stores and hotels 
were decorated in 4th of July fashion 
and signs were posted on telegraph 
poles directing out of town guests to the 
field. Spectators and dignitaries came 
from as far away as England, France and 
Cuba. By the end of October 1910, 
with anticipation of seeing an airplane 
fly, The Sun Papers estimated that five 
thousand men and women had visited 
the Halethorpe location even before the 
show opened.' 

Charles Foster Willard, Count 
Jacques de Lesseps, Hubert Latham, James Radley, J. 
Armstrong Drexel, Clifford Harmon, Eugene Ely, and 
Glen Curtis were among the flyers that made their 
way to Halethorpe field to compete for prizes and give 
demonstrations.' The Wright Brothers were notably absent, 
from the competition, but Archibald "Arch" Hoxsey, who 

Humorous drawings were used to promote aviation events. This sketch was 
printed on November 1, 1910 in The Sun. Halethorpe was misspelled by 
the artist. (Drawing courtesy of The Sun) 
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was employed*,  the Viight ew a: Wright Flyer and 
represented the'compaitiV‘at;t6emeet::  

While the HalethOrpe Meet:attrikted 
names in pre-\\ \XTI aviation, the ever,:e...41.$0 t6w local 
amateur aviators, Charles EIVers'i:Williarti:$OUthard 
and Thomas Hilderbrandt .  
monoplane in the4fopo: ol: 'partiCipating-in the show 
with their handetatti4iMientieini bur the Aero Meet   
officials decided thiit it 	. t6 allow the 
young neophytes to compete." 

November 2, 1910 Marked the opening .d.ay 
of the event. D1:111 [2 ries officially started the 
meet with a ceremonial bomb that exploded at 
1:30 p.m. that afternoon. Parson's fifty-piece 
band played the "National Airs" and other popular 
selections, while the Automobile Club of Maryland 
displayed 400 of its machines.' In its own right, the 
spectacular display of automobiles was one of the 
earliest gatherings of the horseless carriage in Maryland 
history. However, there was only a single focus on the 
minds of most individuals; the estimated 75,000-100,000 
observers (on the show grounds and in the community) 
anxiously awaited their first demonstration of tlyin  

"Ihis,cartobii suggested that leddy Roosevelt was also flying into 
Halethorpc for the aviation events. (Drawing courtesy of The Sun) 

Mr. Henry Rinn attended the show as a thirteen-year-
old teenager with his father. In an oral history interview, 
he described how they made their way to Halethorpe. 

"I was living on Smallwood Street and my father and 
took the streetcar down to Camden Station, and I 
don't believe I've ever seen quite a crowd like that and 

I don't think there's ever been one since in Camden 
Station...I would say in Camden Station, waiting 
for the train, were two thousand people...Service 
was very good, but it was just too many people there 
to accommodate them." When Mr. Rinn and his 
father finally arrived at the Halethorpe terminus, 
he explained that "the price of the ticket was fifty 
cents and [it] was really quite a show!"8  

Throughout the meet, which was originally 
scheduled to run from November 2 to November 
8, 1910, twenty-one flights were planned for 
each day. A standardized "code of the air" was 
developed and administered by the Aero Club of 
America for the protection of flyers and spectators 
alike.' Six, 25-foot red and white pylons were 
used to mark the inner course and one hundred 
signal corpsmen from the United States Army 
manned the pylons and helped officiate the 
contests."' 

The initial day of flights proved an 
unqualified success, the following day, however, 
was disastrous. After an unusually mild 

November day, an unexpected snow storm hit 
the east coast from New York to Norfolk. Severe, 
forty mile-per-hour winds and six inches of snow 

This drawing, printed in The Sun on November 8, 1910, was entitled "The 
Modern Age" and it depicted Halethorpe as a town on the cutting edge of 
technology. (Drawing courtesy of The Sun) 
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It was estimated that 50,000 people witnessed this demonstration of flight at the Halethorpe field in November 1910. 

(Photograph courtesy of Dr. Barry A. Lanman) 

eventually caused the two major tents, which housed the 
airplanes, to collapse. Upon inspection the next day, damage 
was estimated at over $50,000 including the planes and the 
field. While other groups would have given up and closed 
down the event, the promoters and workers in Halethorpe 
decided to repair the damage and continue the show. Thus, 
after two days of intensive rebuilding, the Aero Meet events 
at Halethorpe reopened and extended until November 
12, 1910. Like the mythical phoenix, the Aero Meet rose 
from disaster. The Meet demonstrated that aviation was 
a practical invention and not just a circus attraction. As 
a result, many papers reported that man and machine had 
overcome the forces of nature and aviation was here to stay.1  

Once the contests resumed, spectators witnessed some 
of the most advanced aircraft of the time, including a Bleriot 
monoplane, an Antoinette monoplane, a Curtis monoplane, 
a Curtis biplane, a Farman biplane and a Wright Flyer. In 
addition, visitors were treated to the spectacle of planes 
flying at speeds up to sixty miles an hour, rising to several 
thousand feet, and remaining aloft for long periods of time. 
For their efforts, cash prizes were presented to the aviators 
who won the contests for altitude, speed, endurance and 
distance, while the Michelin Cup was awarded for the best 
overall record at the meet. Some prizes were awarded at the 
end of each contest, while others were not conferred until 
after the show due to discrepancies in the judging. However,  

it was immediately known that Arch Hoxsey achieved an 
altitude of 5330-feet and Hubert Latham performed a flight 
that lasted one hour and twenty-seven minutes:2  

Another unique competition that captured a great deal 
of interest was the eighteen-mile cross-country race from 
the Halethorpe field to Fort Carroll and back. Held on 
November 11, 1910, Drexel won the event with a time of 
twenty-three minutes and thirty-four seconds. Count de 
Lesseps and Latham finished second and third respectively.° 

Not all of the spectacles were planned or part of the 
Meet's itinerary. To prove his prowess and to demonstrate 
the practicality of the Bleriot monoplane, James Radley 
assembled his airplane at the Halethorpe railway station and 
proceeded to fly the Bleriot to the airfield about a mile away. 
Count Jacques de Lesseps and Arch Hoxsey also performed 
the same extraordinary feat with their airplanes during the 
course of the show:4  For Hoxsey, this was nothing special, 
as he had already established a reputation as a "daredevil," 
having gained notoriety when he took Theodore Roosevelt 
for his first airplane ride. 

Throughout the meet, and as promised by their unique 
entrance, Hoxsey, Radley and de Lesseps performed a series 
of stunts which included tight turns, twists and unique 
dives. Such maneuvers were not perfected in this era and 
thus, rarely performed. On at least one occasion, Charles F. 
Willard, Eugene Ely and James Radley were in the air at the 
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of courage and the performance of dangerous stunts, one 
unique challenge gave a prophetic view of the destructive 
capability in store for the airplane. A bomb-throwing 
competition was scheduled. Targets were 

particularly after the flight of Latham over Baltimore City.'"9 

same time circling the aviation course in close proximity.'5  
At the meet, Count de Lesseps spent a majority of his 

time carrying passengers; however, he did take time to 
capture second place in the target shooting contest. The 
Count also made flights with dignitaries such as Frank 
Hitchcock, the Postmaster-General and James A. Allen, 
commanding officer of the Unites States Signal Corps.16  

During the Aero Meet, George Sachse, a young 
resident of Baltimore, recalled meeting Archibald Hoxsey in 
Halethorpe. He remembered Mr. Hoxsey standing beside 
his aircraft explaining the mysteries of flight to the crowd. 
As a boy, not realizing the fragile nature of the early airplane, 
Sachse leaned against 
the technological 
marvel. Hoxsey quickly 
chastised Sachse and 
explained that such an 
action could throw the 
delicate machine out of 
balance and adjustment. 
Hoxsey then proceeded 
to tend to his machine 
and explain that no 
real damage had been 
done.17  George Sachse 
was distressed to 
learn that Hoxsey was 
unfortunately killed in 

painted on the ground and sacks of flour were thrown at the 
shapes by the aviators in flight. Hubert Latham won the 
Commodore Barry Cup for this contest, which is believed 
to have been one of the earliest demonstrations of the 
airplane as a potential combat weapon. A special detail 
from the Navy, headed by the Assistant Secretary Beekman 
Winthrop, witnessed the event along with a British naval 
officer, Gerald Harmer. Lt. Harmer stated upon watching 
this early military display that "The Baltimore Aero-Meet 
at Halethorpe proved unquestionably, the important role 
aeroplanes were to play in wars of the future.'" 

Local resident, Henry Rinn, described what he witnessed 
at the show, "...The 
fact that I had never 
seen this before, it was 
really overwhelming to 
me and quite naturally 
I was interested in 
airplanes...I can't quite 
explain my reaction 
to seeing these planes 
come down the runway 
and go up in the air... 
Some performed various 
different acrobatics. 
Not what we know of 
today (as acrobatics), 
however, they had 

an airplane accident 	Colonel Jerome H. Joyce deserved most of the credit for organizing the aviation various contests of the 

shortly after flying at 	events in Halethorpe. (Photograph courtesy of The Sun) 	 speed and the altitude 
Halethorpe. 	 that they were flying. 

In addition to the usual contests, impromptu exhibitions This really showed me what airplanes were capable of doing, 



The First Flight Over a City by a P1 ned Route Begins 
Ends in Halethorpe 

Wile all of the contests and exhibits at the Baltimore 
Aero Meet of 1910 were highly successful and well 
received, one flight stood apart from the rest: A 

flight over Baltimore City by a planned route. To date, no 
one had deliberately embarked over extended areas of a 
major populated metropolis, although a few aviators had 
flown over small sections of cities such as Paris, Rome and 
Washington, D.C. Flying over crowded streets of a major 
city had not been attempted during the first seven years 
of powered flight because of the belief that the heated air 
currents from houses and streets made flying over the city 
exceedingly dangerous; particularly given the unreliability 
of the pre-1910 aircraft. 

The Sun Papers devised a promotional plan to have 
an aviator, at the Baltimore Aero Meet attempt an 
extended flight over the city using a prescribed flight 
plan. By doing so, the maximum number of citizens 
would be allowed to witness the great exploit and 
see their first airplane flight. At the same time, it 
would increase the circulation of The Sun Papers. 
The $5000 prize was a significant sum of money 
considering it was equivalent to ten years of 
wages for the average worker. Several flyers 
were considered for this attraction; however, 
it quickly became clear that the logical 
selection was Hubert Latham. At 
twenty-seven years of age, Latham 
was already a noted aviator and 
adventurer. He had successfully 
made a balloon trip from London 
to Paris, helped develop the 	i 
Antoinette monoplane, 
participated in previous 
aviation contests and 
attempted twice to cross 
the English Channel. 

After several 
days of negotiations, 
Hubert Latham was 
contracted to make 
a flight that would demonstrate the practicality of the 
airplane. Latham sent a telegram to Baltimore which simply 
said: "Will make flight over your city with greatest pleasure 
and hope the people of Baltimore will enjoy it as much as I 
shall.”20 

On the morning of November 7, 1910, Hubert 
Latham quietly prepared his fifty-horsepower Antoinette 
Monoplane. With its graceful wings and long body, it 

.0filtta 

resembled a huge dragonfly. At 12:16 p.m., 
Latham took off from the Halethorpe field and attempted 
this record-breaking feat. Hubert Latham's own personal, 
oral account of the flight was printed in the The Sun 
on November 8, 1910 and then again in the Book of the 
Royal Blue in December 1910. The account provided 
his unique perspective of the flight and his views 
regarding the significance of this historic first in aviation. 

The first flight over a city by a planned route was designed so that the largest audience could witness the 
historic event. (Map courtesy of The Sun) 
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Hubert Latham and his Antoinette monoplane. (Photograph courtesy of Dr. Barry A. Lanman)) 

Mt the outset I circled the field a couple of times, 
ascending to a height of about 400 feet, whence I could 
get my bearings and lay my course for the city. The whole 
country and the city lay spread out beneath me and I carried 
a map of the city in my head. 

Once pointed toward town, I began to rise steadily, as 
the wind not only was strong but also was gusty. And so I 
passed onward without incident until I neared Fort McHenry, 
where I first heard the whistles below me and saw crowds of 
people grouped in various open spaces. The whistles followed 
me up the basin, and I almost believed that the spectators 
below might hear the throbbing of the engine. 

From the end of the basin the course was easy, the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad building, with its roof load of 
people, guiding the way to the "Sun" Building, which also I 
identified without any trouble. At this time especially I was 
anxious to descend to a lower level, but the wind is uncertain 
over a great city, and I did not believe in taking foolhardy 
chances. 

So clear was the air that I could distinguish every 
landmark without the slightest trouble, and I felt as much at 
home over 1,000 feet up as i fI were reading the names of the 
street signs. East Baltimore Street stretched plainly before me, 
with Patterson Park, my objective point in the east, distinctly 
visible. At this point, from the "Sun" Building, the wind was  

favorable for speed, and, although I did not turn on more 
power, the machine traveled apace. I should judge that I ran 
from the "Sun" Building to Patterson Park in a little over one 
minute. 

By this time my hands had gotten very cold, and with 
everything running smoothly I let go of the steering wheels 
and beat my fists together to restore circulation. Indeed, I 
believe that I even could have lighted a cigarette had not my 
fingers been too numb to manipulate a match. 

Arrived at Patterson Park, I foundfurther crowds 
awaiting my arrival, and I hoped to myself that they were 
not disappointed at the big bird flying above them. Then I 
turned my attention to my course and swung around to head 
for North Avenue. Here, too, the traveling was smooth and 
easy; Greenmount Cemetery lay plain before me, with Druid 
Lake farther in the distance, and I could have almost closed 
my eyes and followed the route as laid down for my guidance. 
Here, also, I found time to warm my hands, and the tingling 
in my finger tips told me that the blood was coursing through 
the veins. 

Few words are needed to tell the story of my trip over 
Druid Lake and back to North Avenue and eastward, my 
thoughts at this time being with Mr. Winans, who had 
offered me a generous reward for a view of the flight. I 
could imagine him as I had seen him, at the window 



Newest Marvel Of Man Seen At Its Best By 
Multitudes Of Breathless People. 

BI D-LIKE HE EMS TO BE ALIVE 

of his chamber, gazing anxiously upward and waiting 
for "the Bird," and my one thought was that he should not 
be disappointed. So I laid my course as nearly as I could 
calculate within his line of vision and described a complete 
circle in front of his window, between his house and 
Greenmount Cemetery. 

This feature performed,  I started for Charles Street, 
finding time to put a hand in my pocket and extract a card 
given me by a citizen to drop in the street near his place of 
business. Then, as close to his place as I could well navigate, I 
consigned the pasteboard to the wind and watched it flutter 
eastward. 

At the rate, the wind is blowing that will reach ground 
near Patterson Park," I 
thought to myself, and I am 
rather curious to learn if 
it was picked up, or what 
ultimately became of it after 
its fall of 1500 feet. 

Right over the heart of the 
city I saw the whole town lay 
out beneath me — Flat, flat, 
flat. Neither Washington 
Monument nor the highest 
building gave any idea of 
height: everything level to my 
view and looked exactly like 
a huge map. The aesthetic features of the city could not be 
appreciated — all was flatness. 

And, speaking of maps, I noticed while Charles Street 
seems straight on the map, it is, in reality, somewhat crooked 
— the mapmaker cannot deceive the aviator. 

Thus down Charles street I ran to the "Sun" Building 
again, and then turned Antoinette's nose westward for the last 
lap of our flight. 

Although I steered a straight course westward on 
Baltimore Street, the wind caught me and blew me somewhat 
off the course, and I brought up almost directly over Carroll 
Park, in spite of my efforts to keep more the northward. Still, 
I believe that all Fulton Avenue must have seen the machine 
and have obtained as good a view as fI had been overhead. 

Above Carroll Park I soared still higher, driven upward 
by my desire to get away from the wind, which seemed to 
blow with redoubled force at the lower level, and at this point, 
I estimate, I reached 3,000 feet. 

In the distance the aviation field was plainly visible, and 
I steered straight for it in the knowledge that the worst was 

Still in his mid-20s, Hubert Latham was considered to be one 
of the most accomplished aviators of the era. (Photograph 
courtesy of The Sun) 

over. So high was I flying and so favorable was the direction 
of the wind that I could have made a safe landing in any 
one of a dozen places had my motor failed me and compelled 
an unwilling decent. Indeed, throughout my flight I sighted 
several landing places of which I had no previous knowledge, 
and I might have come down without trouble at two or three 
points along North Avenue. 

The flight from Carroll Park to the aviation field was easy, 
and my machine behaved beautifully and made a perfect 
landing. 

So, thanks to the enterprise of the "Sun" and the 
"Evening Sun" in offering an inducement for the flight, the 
first trip in the air on a scheduled course over a city has been 

accomplished. 
As to my sensations in 

the air, my brain principally 
was busy in calculating 
the strength and direction 
of the wind and inspiring 
my hands to instant and 
accurate action as each 
wind current struck me. 
At the same time I found 
opportunity to enjoy the 
great flight and the view of 
the great city and its great 
crowds. 

In a word, as you Americans put it: It was "great." 

H. Latham 21  

In 1976, even though 
;t had been several decades 
since the event, Mr. Henry 
Rinn gave a crystal clear 
account of what he 
witnessed. "They let us 

out of school to see 
Latham fly...I was 

OST IN WONDER AS 
LATHAM RIDES THE AIR 
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at the location of Fayette and Green Streets. Well, we were 
anticipating seeing him come into view and he was almost 
directly overhead when we saw him, and we just thought it 
was something fantastic. I just can't describe it any better 
way!" When asked about the crowd's reaction, Mr. Rinn 
stated that "most of the people were quiet and they were 
just dumbfounded at the feat. There was no applause or any 
other reaction outside of that."" 

At ninety-two years of age, Adriene Bell also recalled 
Latham's flight with boyish excitement. He stated that the 
only thing he could do was just look at Latham in wonder. 
He assessed Latham's achievement by saying 

"He was a powerful aviator...He had a lot of 
nerve in his flights"." 

Aero Magazine, dated November 12, 1910, 
characterized the significance of Latham's 
flight in the following way: "Latham awoke 
Baltimore people to the actuality of flight 
and gave the United States a hint of the 
future when he flew over and around the city 
of Baltimore." The December 1910 Book 
of the Royal Blue described Latham's flight 
as "an epoch in practical aviation and to that 
date, the largest audience of the world had 
witnessed a single performance of aviation." 

Hubert Latham also spoke of the military importance 
he had established for the airplane. He stated that an 
airplane and its crew could inflict severe damage on a city at 
the mercy of the aviator. In less than four years, Latham's 
prophetic statement became a reality with the onset of 
World War I . 

The final impact of this great exploit can be placed in 
perspective by a statement found at the end of the Aero 
Meet Program. "The progress of flying machines now 
depends largely upon the work of engineers who deal with 
construction and power, because to them the way has been 

Postcards and photographs captured Hubert 
Latham's historic flight for posterity. (Documents 
courtesy of Dr. Barry A. Lanman) 

shown, the principles have been laid down. They 
stave to deal now with the problems of refinement 
and adjustment. It is to the pioneers of aviation 
like Hubert Latham that the greatest satisfaction 
..xists. The satisfaction of knowing that one had 
given to the human race, an instrument the proper 
use of which will result in a lasting benefit to all 
inankind."24  
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All Eager to See Latham's Flight," The Baltimore:,5fin, :31 Octob0 1910. 

Official Programme of the 13altirn ore Aviation lIfeetat: Halethorfie, 
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24  Official Programme of the Baltimore Aviation Meet ar Halethorpe. 
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