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The Sparrows Point cemetery was 

located behind I Street on the North 

Side of town near the garages.   

Probably the Trotten family burial 

place, it contained the graves of

•John Trotten, who died in 1809 at age

38,

•Sarah Trotten, who died in 1856 at 

age 68,

•James Trotten, who died in 1804 at 

the age of 9 months

•Thomas Long, who died in 1823 at 

age 16.















“Two Fatal Accidents at Sparrow’s Point. –

Mr. Robert Tippett, an inspector of boilers in the employ of

the Maryland Steel Company at Sparrow’s Point,, was injured by

the explosion shortly before noon on Wednesday, and died at the

Point, Thursday morning. Mr. Tippett was employed as an

overseer of all the boilers, and while on top of the rail mill boilers,

the valve exploded. The force of the explosion blew him off the top

of the boilers. He was scalded from his face to his knees, and his

skull was fractured by the fall. The cause of the explosion is

unknown.”

“Michael Sheliga, a Polish laborer in the boiler shop, was

instantly killed at noon Thursday. Sheliga attempted to cross the

railroad track ahead of a shifter that was running into the round

house. He was struck and killed. Sheliga was about twenty years

old.”

--Baltimore County Democrat, July 11, 1891

Courtesy John McGrain











June, 1897 pay stub--Courtesy Tony Saladino







Postcard of the ore dock--1907

Courtesy John McGrain







The Point--early 1920’s







November 20, 1926

Courtesy Bill Goodman



Courtesy of Al Westra



The Bungalows (1914)

Courtesy Archie Thompson 





1929 photo of the grandfather of Mike Lewis, 

current USWA officer









The Tin Room where the “tin floppers,” 200 per shift, worked, 

checking each sheet of tin plate for defects by “flopping” it 

over—World War II



Mother of Tony Saladino, with Mrs. Alexander, who

Staged theatricals with her “girls” from the Tin Room 



Members of the Employee Representation Plan, the company 

union in1928. The ERP was established to block unionism.









1942 At Sparrows Point, workers celebrate triple launching.

Photograph by A. Aubrey Bodine.





Courtesy Bill McLyman



A. Aubrey Bodine--1949



Workers in the pipe mill--1952



Courtesy of Bob Mulkey



“Drink soda from steel cans”



Returning to work after the 1959 strike

http://wn.com/steel_strike

http://wn.com/steel_strike








1958 

from Kevin 

Nozeika



Searching for a lost relative





The Consent Decree in 1974 was a 

significant moment for civil rights in the 

steel industry, a movement that started in 

the 1940s



Courtesy Jim Blankenship





Modern steelmaking—the 68” Hot Mill office



The cold rolling plant at Bethlehem Steel Sparrows Point in 2003

Photo by Algerina Perna  The Baltimore Sun









Demonstration on Merritt Blvd in Dundalk--2003



Phil Pack--2003



Photo by Jay Mallin-2005



In the plate mill area of Bethlehem Steel plant, where over 5,000 are presently employed,

Douglas Penn, are 56, works as a "Heater." He was photographed in the charging crane,

with the "3 High Mill" behind him. He is responsible for slabs coming out of the furnace

at 2450 degrees F. as they go into the 3 High Mill which forms the slabs into specific

widths. Penn, who has worked at Bethlehem Steel for 36 years, said, "I take cold slabs,

put 'em into burners and heat 'em up. You get accustomed to the heat. If the outside

temperature is 100 degrees, it is 150 degrees in here. In this job, you have to be careful

with what you are doing. If you do not keep your mind on your job, you can easily mess

up." Photo by Amy Davis Baltimore Sun



Photo By Algerina Perna  The Baltimore Sun





Baltimore Sun



Cartoon by Ralph Dudley



Photo courtesy Barbara Morris



For Lamont Handy-El--2013





“The Card Players”



Courtesy Sparrows Point Memories Facebook
Photographer and subject not named



Working a double shift

Photo by Lamont Handy-El



Courtesy Louis Tauber
Retirement Party



Steelworkers in the global economy

Strike against Mittal Steel at Katowice, Poland, 

2006







Archie Reid Thompson That makes me sick. My

Grandfather came to this country from Scotland after World

War 1, because there was no work there. He had an Uncle and

cousins here in Sparrows Point, so he came here to work. He

was a decorated War Hero, awarded a medal and

commendation from King George, the Queen's Grandfather.

He started working there in 1922-23 and someone in our

family worked there until it closed in 2011, including me. My

Father and his Brother and Sister were born in the house in

the bungalows and my Grandmother lived there until the town

was razed in 1972-73. (50 years) Their house is the only

house still on Sparrows Point Property, on Wharf Road, now

the Pleasant Yacht Club. Anyone who says the plant was bad

for this area needs a quick kick in the Ass! We're going down

the drain thanks to our politician friends. Don't forget to Vote.

December 23, 2013

https://www.facebook.com/archie.r.thompson


Sad day. It's the one year anniversary of myself and many 

others losing their job at RG Steel after the company filed 

bankruptcy. Miss my job and coworkers soo much. I'm never 

going to work at a place as awesome as that ever again. Not 

many people can say that they don't dread going to 

work...Well, working at the point, there was never a time 

where I dreaded going. Not to mention it was nice not living 

off a strict budget!

Lisa Marie   June 8, 2013   Memories of Sparrows Point (FB)



Rededication of Steelworker Memorial

Dundalk Heritage Park—October, 2013



Food Bank-Steelworkers Union Hall. November, 2013



Food Bank at Steelworkers Hall—November, 2013



Food bank at Steelworkers’ Union Hall—November, 2013



“The attached pictures of the demolition of the Plate Mill 

buildings speak for themselves (taken 7-29-13). “ 

Mike Stilwell





“Of particular note is the Christmas star on the top structure

of ‘L’ Furnace, which has been lit over the past three

decades during the Christmas holidays. It is now doomed

to be dark forever.”

---Al Westra and Mike Stilwell (2014)


