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The HSBC will reopen to the public in February, on a limited schedule—Saturdays 
from 10 am to 2 pm. In case of inclement weather, please call 410-666-1878 to 
check if we are open (if you get the recorded message, we are closed).  

BALTIMORE COUNTY K ICKSOFF 350TH 
ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 

On 22 January 2009, Baltimore County Executive Jim Smith, joined by Council 
Chair Joseph Bartenfelder, officially kicked off the 350th anniversary of Baltimore 
County in the Historic Courtroom Five in Towson. More than 80 people attended 
the ceremonies.  Also in attendance were the Towson High School String Quartet, the Fort McHenry 
Color Guard, as well as reenactors portraying a town crier, a Baltimore County ranger, and a Union sol-
dier.  Jane Michael and Barbara Yingling represented the Historical Society of Baltimore County.  Smith 
announced that the HSBC will publish a commemorative book entitled Baltimore County: Celebrating a Leg-
acy 1659-2009 in the Spring of 2009.  The book’s author, Dr. Barry Lanman, Director of the Martha Ross 
Center for Oral History at UMBC, made a brief presentation.  In his opening comments, County Execu-
tive Smith thanked Dr. Glenn Johnston and the Historical Society of Baltimore County “….for their in-
valuable assistance in giving our County the kind of celebration that befits our 350th Anniversary.”  
Excerpts of County Executive Smith’s remarks follow. For the full text, please visit : 
http://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/News/releases/0122anniversary350.html. 

“At its inception, Baltimore County was larger than 
it is today. It encompassed present-day Baltimore 
City, Cecil and Harford Counties as well as parts of 
Carroll, Anne Arundel, Howard and Kent Counties. 
In fact, in those days, most of Baltimore County's 
population was concentrated in what we know today 
as Harford and Cecil Counties. This rugged terrain 
would challenge its first settlers as they struggled to 
survive and build a lasting community for their fami-
lies. 

“For three and a half centuries, generations of men 
and women have realized their potential here in Bal-
timore County. It was in Oella that Benjamin Ban-
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HSBC VOLUNTEER RECRUITMENT DAY 

On January 10, 2009, Dr. Glenn Johnston and members of the HSBC Board of Directors welcomed more 
than 20 people interested in becoming volunteers.  This was a varied group, with experience ranging from 
photography/videography to exhibit building to writing historical fiction.  When asked what made them 
want to volunteer at HSBC, answers were usually the same—a desire to learn more about local history 
and help a worthwhile organization.  Training in basic and specialized library operations will begin in Feb-
ruary.  It’s not too late to volunteer: visit www.hsobc.org and complete the online registration form.  We 
especially need a librarian who is willing to donate services in a consultant (as-needed) capacity.  

neker overcame obstacles of racism and slavery to revolutionize the fields of astronomy and meteorology. It was in what 
we now know as Dundalk that thousands of brave citizen soldiers defended their liberty on the fields of North Point. It 
was in Sparrow's Point, that the workers of our steel mills fueled the expansion of a newly industrialized America at the 
turn of the 20th century. It was in Middle River that the workers of the Glenn L. Martin Aviation Plant built an arse-
nal of democracy that would stem the tide of Nazi Germany's aggression. And it was right here in Towson, that a young 
boy from Rodger's Forge began his journey to become the greatest athlete in Olympic history. 

“It is no small accomplishment for a community to prosper for 350 years, and all of us who care about the future of 
Baltimore County can learn valuable lessons from our proud past. That is why Baltimore County will be giving this 
important anniversary the celebration it deserves throughout 2009. 

“In commemoration of the 350-year milestone, Baltimore County has planned a series of celebratory events throughout 
2009.” Please visit www.bc350.org for more information. 

BALTIMORE COUNTY K ICKSOFF 350TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 
(CONT . ) 

350TH ANNIVERSARY BOOK PREPUBLICATION SALE 

The HSBC is offering its members the first opportunity to purchase the commemorative book marking the 350th 
anniversary of Baltimore County at a 10% pre-publication discount. 

The book, entitled Baltimore County: Celebrating A Legacy 1659-2009, will be 300 pages in length and contain more 
than 400 photographs.  

This pre-publication discount will be available only through 31 March 2009.  The discounted price includes sales 
tax. HSBC members are eligible for an additional 10% members’ discount.  There will be an additional charge for 
shipping and handling, or you can pick up your copies at HSBC. 

Watch for the Winter issue of History Trails for a sample of the book’s contents and a prepublication order form, 
which will also be available to download from our website (www.hsobc.org). 

Don’t delay—order your copies ASAP and save up to 20% on the retail price!  



H ISTORIC HSBC SLEIGH TRAVELS TO DRUID HILL PARK 
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From 13 December to 4 January, the Victorian sleigh from the HSBC collection greeted visitors to the 
2008 Annual Holiday Show at the Howard Peters Rawlings Conservatory in Druid Hill Park.  The Victo-
rian Poinsettia Celebration marked the 120th birthday of the Conservatory which was decorated as an opu-
lent Victorian parlor, complete with spoon chairs, poinsettia trees, and glittering antique ornaments.  Pro-
ceeds from the event benefitted the Conservatory.  

HSBC members gathered on 31 January 2008 to say “thanks for a 
great four years” and wish Kevin well in his future endeavors. Dr. 
Glenn Johnston presented Kevin with a plaque, a cash gift from the 
Board of Directors, and a lifetime honorary membership in the 
HSBC. Mike Spencer gave Kevin a pair of size 20 shoes to symbolize 
the void his absence will create — a void that must be filled by vol-
unteers. Kevin plans to stay in the area and pursue a career as an 
independent researcher, specializing in genealogy; his contact infor-
mation is on our website <www.hsobc.org/reshire.html>. 

HSBC SAYS “GOODBYE” TO KEVIN CLEMENT….. 

. .…AND THANKS ITS VOLUNTEERS 
Glenn, on behalf of the Board of Directors, thanked all of the volunteers for their hard work and dedica-
tion during the past year.  He noted that an organization such as HSBC could not exist without volunteers 
filling a variety of roles in administrative services, library operations, fundraising, program planning and 
implementation, and publications.  We need current volunteers to continue their work, and new ones to 
join us.  If you are interested in becoming an HSBC volunteer, please complete the online registration 
form at www.hsobc.org. 

Barbara Yingling was also recognized for her service to HSBC as President of the Board from 2005 to 
2008.  Glenn presented her with a desk clock-inscribed plaque.  Barbara stepped up to become President 
at a crucial point in HSBC operations, thus assuring the continuation of the organization.  She was instru-
mental in beginning the Oral History Consortium and served as liaison with Baltimore County in funding 
negotiations for the 350th anniversary book.  Barbara continues to serve on the Board and is a member of 
the Executive Committee.  Thanks Barb for your dedication to HSBC through the years!  

…..HONORS BARBARA Y INGLING 

Mike Spencer (right) gives Kevin (left) a pair of 
size 20 shoes. Photo courtesy of Bud Cornell. 
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February’s Hours of Op-
eration: 

Saturdays 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

In February the HSBC will operate on a limited schedule.  The library will be open to 
researchers on Saturdays from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  In case of inclement weather, please 
call to see if we are open (410.666.1878).  

Historic Bus Tour Planned 
Wednesday, February 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

In celebration of Black History Month, the Baltimore County Office of Fair Practices 
and Community Affairs, along with Baltimore County Historians Louis Diggs and Len-
wood Johnson, are sponsoring a free bus tour to visit several historic African American 
communities in the county. 

The tour will be held on Wednesday, February 11, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  The tour 
will include historic sites in Overlea, Chase, Essex, Dundalk and Edgemere.  Seating is 
limited; reserved seating is required.  To reserve your space, please call the Baltimore 
County Office of Fair Practices and Community Affairs at 410-887-5557 by Feb. 5.  


