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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Many of you have noticed changes at the HSBC in
the past two years. Let me assure you, the Board is
working hard to overcome our financial constraints
while planning a bright future for our revamped History
Resource Center.

The most visible change is the ongoing reorganiza-
tion of our collections and research facilities in the
Almshouse building. Much as we have loved this his-
toric setting, the age and condition of the building have
presented problems. An ancient heating system that
was not well-maintained had been draining our financial
resources to the point that it became impossible for the
HSBC to operate the whole plant on its own. Under an
amended lease, with the County covering all of the
hcating and maintenance expenses, we expect to have
better-maintained and more-functional spaces for all the
Historical Society’s functions. In the near future the
HSBC will be moving all of its operations and collec-
tions (except for the barn’s contents) out of the west
wing and into the east (four-story) side of the Alms-
house complex. We intend to use this transition as an
opportunity to make many needed repairs and upgrades
to the society’s space.

Through the efforts of Tim Dugan, HSBC Board of
Directors member, we have a detailed written inven-
tory of all current and deferred maintenance that needs
to be done. We’re awaiting confirmation on how the
County, as the building’s sole owner, will handle its
share of the maintenance work, while the HSBC will be
responsible for other improvements that solely benefit
our programs (see lists below). We will definitely need
financial assistance from our members, and others, to
bring these plans to fruition. As we obtain details on
the specific items and costs involved in the work, we
will be contacting our members, businesses, and others
to request in-kind services and donations.

Meanwhile, some immediate maintenance work
needs to be completed, by the County, before we can

finish the “move.” This work is neces-

sary both for efficiency and for safety: e President’s Message and
Library relocation plans
® Relocation of the drainage pipes

*  Annual Meeting with
Board election and Open
House

obstructing movement in the basement

® Repairs to most of the radiators

and some of the piping in the heating e Come see the Almshouse

system, including installation of safety rooms
insulation .
= Warren Tour Pictures

® Upgrading of certain electrical < In Memory of C.W
Springer

circuits, and installation of additional

light switches
e Calendar of Events

hd chair of broken windows and

sealing of gaps
Other upgrades will be hanled by HSBC upon completion of the
County’s work and as we receive financial support and assistance:

® Installation of track lighting in most rooms, for better research
and display conditions

® Painting of the hallways and, after wall repairs, some of the

rooms
® Refinishing the wood floors in the hallways

. Installing inert carpeting in rooms that will have heavy use by

researchers and volunteers

® Revising the wiring for the internal computer network, for use
by staff, volunters. and researchers

® Installing additional air conditioners, and other climate control

measures, for protecting exhibits and collections

. Redesigning display areas and exhibits

(Continued)
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Additionally, the County has accepted responsibility, at no
cost to the HSBC, for certain upgrades to be completed this
year as weather and staff time permit:

®  Clean-up of all pigeon deposits (a hazardous waste) inside
the barn, and sealing of all openings against further intrusions

®  Repairs to the leaking roof-soffit near the main entrance
®  Repair of the outside safety lighting at the main entrance
® Re-painting the spaces in the parking lot

® Re-installation of the safety raﬂing on the stairway to the
elevator loading dock

Even though the Society’s former Museum function has
unavoidably been closed for more than two years, there has
been much productive activity regarding the collections. The
Board, staff and advisors have been looking carefully at how to
document, preserve, interpret, and display the Society’s vari-
ous collections. From these discussions, the Board has re-
solved that we need not differentiate between
“museum” (Almshouse and Barn) collections and “library” col-
lections. We deem and operate the Society to be a single re-
source center for all aspects of Baltimore County’s rich his-

tory.

For example, several grants have enabled us to upgrade our
textile storage facilities so that we can more easily document
and show our wonderful quilts to researchers, as well as keep

them fully protected and safely movable when necessary.
Under Melissa Heaver’s guidance, volunteers not only have
packed the textiles properly but also have inventoried and
cataloged other parts of the collections, and have begun con-
solidations so that like types of artifacts can be stored together
under optimum climate-control conditions.

On a different note, Dr. Barry Lanman, head of the Mar-
tha Ross Center for Oral History at UMBC, is working
closely with the Society and the County to publish an attrac-
tive Baltimore County history book that will be available in
2009 to commemorate the County’s 350" Anniversary. As
part of the celebrations, we hope to begin designing exhibits
at the Almshouse to focus on specific communities, locations,
or themes in the County. For example, one exhibit will high-
light Kevin Clement’s historical research about Parkton, and
will incorporate three-dimensional artifacts and materials,
including parts of our Stiffler collection.

Yes, change is in the air at the HSBC, but we count on you
to help make these changes a positive futue for our historical
society. Watch your mailbox, and our website
(www.hsobc.org) for up-dates on what you can do. Also,
consider attending our monthly Board of Directors meetings
so that you can see first-hand how your Board is handling the
opportunities and challenges facing us. The meetings, at the
Alsmhouse, are usually on the second Tuesday of the month,
beginning at 6:00 p.m. Details will be posted on the web.

Barbara Yingling
HSBC Board President

MAY 18 ANNUAL MEETING AND “OPEN HOUSE”

Come early to the Annual Meet-
ing, scheduled for May 18, 2008 at
2:00 p.m., and tour the East Wing of
the Almhouse — soon to be the new
home of the HSBC. See firsthand the
space we will have and the work that
needs to be completed. The meeting
will begin promptly at 2:00 pm, so

miniatures of covered bridges.

Mr. Schmitz has skillfully and accurately
recreated over one hundred covered

Following the Board election, Phil
Schmitz, miniature bridge hobbyist, will
give a presentation on recreating lifelike

@“ﬂ@

bridges in miniature using 1/87th scale
(HO scale) to construct his models. He

flctasl: arrtlvc by 1:00 pm if you wish will discuss truss styles, and describe the | E H &; H [
o take a todr covered bridges still standing in Maryland. "i__rf._.u
At the annual meeting we will He also will bring numerous examples of =

elect new members of the Board of
Directors—you should have received
a ballot listing the nominees in the

mail, or visit www.hsobc.org.

his work for viewing. (This presentation is
best suited for ages 8 and up.)
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Thank you to all who attended the presentation and registered for the
walking tour. This program may be offered again if there is enough inter-
est. In the photos—at right, Peter Holden lectures during the walking
tour; bottom right, Ann Kolakowski and Teri Rising pause for a picture. In
the words of one member who attended:

“I'would like to express that we enjoyed the lecture and Walking tour
of Warren. We have a much better understanding of what and where War-

ren was and where the remnants of Warren currently exist. We had ex-
plored some of the area on our own previously, but did now know what
the structures were. The video by Ann [Kolakowski] gave a good insight of what life must have been like there, and
Teri Rising gave a very thorough background on existing houses. Incidentally, we discovered that one of the bunga-
lows that were moved to the new location, turned out to be a house that we had looked at searching to buy a house
ten years ago. Little did we know that it had such historic significance!”

IN MEMORY OF CHARLES W. SPRINGER

In April the President of the HSBC Board of Directors, Barbara Yingling, made a significant donation to the or-
ganization in memory of her father, Charles W. Springer. Thank you very much for your generosity and continuing
support and leadership of the Historical Society.

Without the support of our members, donors, and volunteers the Historical Society of Baltimore County could
not continue to fulfill its mission - “The Historical Society of Baltimore County collects, conserves, and interprets
the rich history of Baltimore County for the education and enjoyment of present and future generations.”

Please consider making a contribution to the society to help us continue fulfilling this mission. All donations are
tax deductible to the fullest extent of the law.
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WE’RE ON THE WEB!
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STEWARDS OF THE PAST FOR THE
PRESENT AND FUTURE

CALENDAR OF EVENTS (NEXT 3 MONTHS)

May June July

18th - Sunday, at 2:00 pm - 8th - Sunday at 2:00 PM - Closed on Friday the 4th and

Annual HSBC Meeting, Baltimore’s Confederate Saturday the 5th of July.

Board elections, and Cov- Women: Perpetuating a Cul-

ered Bridges in Miniature ture of War, by Dr. Claudia

program. Floyd, Senior Professor at All events are held at the
Villa Julie College. Almshouse in Cockeysville,

MD unless otherwise stated.
24th - HSBC Closed.

Regular Operating
Hours:

Library - 10 a.m. to 4 p-m.
Tuesday through Saturday.

Museums - temporarily closed
for renovations.




